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The Terrible Claws

}Eumaniraptors(sometimes Paraves) include primarily 

Deinonychosauriaand Avialae, or birds.

}The trick to remember this group is to break down 

ò(eu)(mani)(raptor)ó ðroughly, true bird/thief-hands.

}Eumaniraptorsare diagnosed by a semi-lunatecarpal, a furcula

(wishbone), rearward-facing pubis and very likely a sickle-

shaped toe claw and asymmetric feathers.

}Recent finds show evidence of feathers on the arms of 

Velociraptor.



Are birds really 

theropods?

Birds have direct 

morphological evidence for 

descent from the theropod 

line, in particular, 

maniraptors.  There are 

points at which the 

discinctionis distinctly 

difficult to draw; there are 

even members of Aves that 

have the classical sickle claw 

of Deinonychosauria, 

leading some 

paleontologists to think that 

this is a synapomorphyof 

Eumaniraptors.
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