
Late Sauropods and Biomechanics



Dinosaur Cladogram ðLast Time



The Growing Giants

}As sauropodomorphs got larger, they did two things of 

note: 

}Their entire (axial) 

skeleton became 

òpneumaticizedó; that is,

filled with air.

}Their heads stayed about

the same size.



Growing Giants, con't

}These colossal animals retained dense bones in only one 

part of their body ðtheir limbs, necessary to support 

their huge bulk.

}Astonishingly, they may have maintained as much as a 30 km/h 

rate!

}How did they fuel their bodies?  It appears they would 

strip leaves from the local plant life.


