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Continuing From Last Timeé

ÅPliosauridae: the big marine predators of 
the Jurassic



Pliosauridae
ÅSome of the largest marine predators 

of all time, these middle Jurassic 
sauropterygians include such giants 
as Kronosaurus, Liopleurodon, 
Macroplata, Peloneustes, Pliosaurus, 
and Brachauchenius



Pliosaur Mophology

ÅWhile the number of cervical 
vertebrae is less than in plesiosaurs, 
there is still variation: Macroplata 
(29) vs. Kronosaurus(13)



Pliosaur Morphology
ÅLarger pliosaurs adopted a 

more streamlined body shape, 
like modern whales, with a 
large skull and compact neck, 
and generally the hind limbs 
were larger than the front, 
while plesiosaurs had larger 
forelimbs


