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Part I

}In this part of the course, we will be focusing on 

SAURISCHIA  -- the group of dinosaurs that gave rise to 

all the carnivorous dinosaurs (Theropods) and the so-

called òLong-Necksó (Sauropods)

}Before we dive head-long into discussing these animals, 

lets look at what makes them a group.



Unifying Characteristics of Saurischia

} It is important to note that 
all dinosaurs evolved from 
an ancestrally bipedal 
condition.  Remembering this 
will be useful in thinking 
about these animals, and in 
remembering facts about 
them.

}Saurischiais the group that 
directly gives rise to birds; 
thus, cladogramswill always 
place theropods closer to 
the òpresentó than 
sauropods, and the terminus 
of the saurischialine is in 
modern birds.


